Reflections on the Story of Ruth
written for White Ribbon Day 2007

In 1999, the United Nations General Assembly declared 25™ November to be
The International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women
(IDEVAW) and the White Ribbon has become the symbol for the day. The
White Ribbon Campaign is the largest effort in the world of men working to end
men's violence against women, and wearing a white ribbon is seen as a personal
pledge never to commit, condone or remain silent about violence against women.

A Prayer for Today

6od our strength and refuge,

to choose to follow you is to risk
our whole lives.

Ruth and Naomi clung to one
another in sadness, but trusting
your goodness, they journeyed
together along unfamiliar paths.
We pray for courage to go where
you will lead us; and on our journey
may we also discover your love and
blessing.

We ask this in the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Book of Ruth is found in the
Old Testament. The story is set in
the time of the Judges of Israel
more than a thousand years
before the birth of Jesus.

Widowhood and Loss

Long ago, in the days when Judges
ruled Israel, there was a famine in
the land.

So a man named Elimelech, who
lived in Bethlehem in Judah, went
with his wife Naomi and their two
sons Mahlon and Chilion to live for
a while in the country of Moab.

While they were living there,
Elimelech died, and Naomi was
left alone with her two sons, who
married Moabite women, Orpah
and Ruth.

Later Mahlon and Chilion also died,
and Naomi was left all alone,
without husband or sons.

The opening words tell us that this gory
of loyalty, faithfulness generosity and



justice takes place gainst a background
of instability, fea and violence It
begins with a drought and famine, deah
and bereavement, widow-hood and loss
It is a story of affliction and hardship
shared by millions in our own country
and courtless millions around the
world. In a sense it is the story of every
woman, but also it is the story of men
aswell.

We ae victims of violence. Outrageous
unplanned events of illness natural
disaster, stupidity or aggresson change
our lives and place us in predicaments
we would not have looked for.

Drought and famine led to Elimeledh,
Naomi and their boys beooming
displacel persons, in an aien and
sometimes hostile land: the land o
Moab. They made the best of a difficult
situation; the boys grew up and married
Moabite girls. Then tragedy struck
agan and the deah of Elimeed,
Mahlon and Chilion left Naomi, Orpah
and Ruth bereaved, grieving, widowed
and victims.

The story of Ruth describes how in a
world where the marginalised and
victims are often ignored o forgotten;
widows and the disadvantaged have a
spedal placein God s economy.'

The Gospel too tells us this. It is as
Jesus is walking that he mmes upon a
small and sad processon: a widow
leading the funeral cortege of her only
son to the cemetery outside the vill age
of Nain. Jesus dops and his presence
brings new life."

The teaders of the Law bemome the
objed of rebuke by Jesus for
“devouring widows houses.”" Yet a
widow is noticed by Jesus becaise she

brings in to the Treasury “all that she
has to live on”." Is that all she has after
the Scribes have taken away her house?
Still she feds obliged to bring the rest
to the Temple treasury. The Scribes
don't notice it, wouldn’'t even be avare
of the cntribution, yet it is sgnificant
to Jesus.

There ae other women, victims of loss
who radiate the pathway of Jesus with
light and hope: the grieving sisters
Martha and Mary are given the promise,

n.V

“1 am the resurredion and the life™:

Anma 84 yeas old and a widow for
much of that time encounters Jseph,
Mary and the baby Jesus in the Temple
and promises God s blessng;"

Mary herself, the mother of Jesus lives
in the shadow of widowhood and
anticipates the violent outrages caried
out against her Son.

The @&ostle James writes, “True
religion is to visit orphans and widows
in their distress”™ The ealy church
made spedal provision for caring for
widows."™

We live in a world where widowhood
and loss bring pain to the lives of
women. Into this world comes hope, for
“God is love, and those who live in love
live in God and God lives in them.”™

Choice and Faithfulness

Now Naomi heard that the Lord
had blessed the people back in
Bethlehem by giving them a good



harvest; so she got ready to leave
Moab.

She started out together with
her daughters-in-law to go back to
Judah, but Naomi said to them,
"Go back home and stay with your
mothers. May the Lord be as good
to you as you have been to me.
And may the Lord make it possible
for each of you to marry again and
have a home."

So Naomi kissed them goodbye.
But they started crying and said
to her, "No! We will go with you to
your people."

"You must go back,” Naomi
insisted. Then Orpah kissed her
mother-in-law goodbye and went
back home.

But Ruth answered, "Don't ask me
to leave youl Let me go with you.
Wherever you go, I will go;
wherever you live, I will live. Your
people will be my people, and your
God will be my God. Where you
die, I will die - there I will be
buried."

Often in a time of pain and loss comes
the need to make hard choices. At that
very time when we fed the most
isolated and vulnerable, when we fed
like pulling the bedcovers up and
escgoing, comes the unrelenting
demand to make doices. financial
challenges, housing dedsions, what to

throw away or lease behind. Dedh is a
violent outrage. Jesus is deeply moved
and weeps teas of dee grief at the
graveside of his friend Lazaus.

Women bea the brunt of grief in our
society. They did not ask for the violent
separation that causes widowhood
singeness and isolation. They did not
ask to have to make doices when till
fragile and vulnerable.

Naomi and her daughters-in-law are left
to journey alone or together.

Naomi deddes to go home to
Bethlehem:. Orpah makes the doice to
stay, but with grea courage Ruth takes
a risk and travels with her lonely,
isolated, grieving mother-in-law; "Don't
ask me to leave you! Let me go with
you. Wherever you g@o, | will go;
wherever you live, | will live. Your
people will be my people, and your God
will be my God."

This is the hinge which opens the doar
to the rest of the story. Ruth chooses
loyalty over comfort, faithfulness over
seaurity. She dhose to be arefugee and
an alieninaforeignland.

It is our choices, far more than our gifts
or abilities that shape our charaaer.”
Ruth is beginning to develop as a
person of dignity and dedication in her
own right.

Jesus chose to listen to and accept
women who were marginalised by life’'s
events or by their reputation.” He dhose
to have women as his disciples,”" and
women becane guaerdians in the
emerging church;®" offering hospitality,
teading and leadership.

The dwoices made by victims can be
self-serving or courageous; they can be
in retrea or they can be visionary. They



can be fathful to the God who has
brought them thus far; and in faith,
hope and love they can go forward to
conquer new worlds and open Up new
ways.

What moved Ruth to make the
courageous choice she made?

The Scripture tells us. She had come to
trust the God d the Bible. She says to
Naomi, “Your people will be my people
and your God will be my God.”

It was not simply the ties of marriage
and family that caused her to make this
difficult and apparently fodlish
deasion, it is the power of faith — not
just any faith — but faith in God who
had been with Abraham, Isaac ad
Jaab o their journeys. The knowledge
of the God who walks with us along
life's pathway inspires Ruth to make
this physica journey and a journey of
faith.

Her confidence is a test for our
confidence and her trust an invitation
for usto trust in God also.

Anre Pratt is the manager of St
Benedict’s Day Centre. She is a widow,
the victim of the violent deah of her
husband. Bernie took his own life in a
time when he was grugding with
mental illness and depresson. Anne’'s
choice has been to become an advocae
and suppart person for those who suffer
from menta ill ness Her faith is this: in
the darkness of despair our God is a
God d hope who will walk the journey
with us. Her life is like abeamn shining
the light of God's hope so that others
can wak along the pathway with Jesus
who isthe light of life.”

Ageing and Risk

When Naomi saw that Ruth was
determined to go with her, she
said nothing more. When they
arrived in Bethlehem the whole
town got excited, and the women
exclaimed, "Can this be Naomi?"

"Don't call me Naomi,” she told
them. “"Call me Mara, because the
Almighty has made my life very
bitter. T went away full, but the
Lord has brought me back empty.
Why call me Naomi? The Almighty
has brought misfortune upon me."

They had arrived in Bethlehem as
the barley harvest was beginning.

In those days, women could not
own property, and often widows
were left very poor. So it was a
custom that when the corn was
being harvested, widows were
allowed to pick up those strands

of corn which the reapers left
behind.

Naomi had a relative named Boaz,
a rich and influential man who
belonged to the family of her
husband Elimelech. One day Ruth
said to Naomi, "Let me go to the
fields to gather the barley that
the harvest workers leave."

Naomi readed a aisis in her life — a
gaping chasm that yawns wide open in



the midde of the pathway of every
traveller along the journey of life. It is
the deg crevase of despar and
bitterness

For Naomi the aventure and strugde
of youth has turned sour. Her dreans
have been crushed. Violence has
entered her life and she has been left
bereaved, vulnerable and on the edge of
despair.

“Don't cdl me Naomi any longer,” she
says. Naomi means “pleasant or swed.”
“Cdl me Mara — which means bitter —
for despair, pain and htterness are
consuming me.” | went away with hope
but now God has been violent against
me and misfortune has come upon me
from the hand of the Almighty.

Naomi’s cry is the ay of al women
who suffer violence Why is life like
this?

The dreams of a loving hisband and the
beauty of a seaure family are shattered
by an inseaure man who turns to
alcohol to bocst his mado image.

“Why did God puit me in this
situation?” asks the widow, the
childless wife, the mother looking after
demanding children while her husband
escgpes to his work — or plays with
other women. She is lonely and
isolated; she feds herself a victim of
violence even when no hand has ever
been lifted against her.

Where indeed is God when it hurts?
When the dreans of youth have been
shattered despair setsin.

Dr Elizabeth MadKinlay has reseached
the spiritual tasks of ageing. She tells us
there ae many challenges as we grow
older — we cainot give up the quest for
wholeness and heding even for one

minute. We ae dalenged to transcend
loss with gace ad dgnty; to shun
blame and hitterness to dg deep for the
treasure in all we have receved. The
task of ageing is to look for ultimate
meaning in life, to overcome gynicism
and despair through lope and intimacy
with God and athers."

Mary, the mother of our Lord, in her
youth proclaims the goodnhess of God
who “puts down the mighty from their
thrones, and exalts the humble and
meek” " Life is far from kind to her.
And there ae pictures in art that we cdl
“Pieta”s — those paintings or sculptures
where Mary cradles Jesus when he has
been taken down from the aoss In
those pictures often her heat is pierced
by seven swords; seven sorrows. “Lord
do not let me become hitter.”

How does Naomi change? How does
she stop becoming bitter? How does
Ruth help her? The first step is that of
honesty. She tells it how it is, without
malice or anger but as the truth. | am
angy, | fed that God has cheaed on
me, | am becoming bitter. | am now a
widow, my dreans are shattered, life
has treaed me violently. | know myself
to be wesk and vulnerable.

This is the risk. Honesty and
truthfulness can often be risky. There is
a sense that urtil it is “out there” urtil |
say it as | fed it, | will not know how |
will respond. “Humankind cannot bea
very much redity.”*"

But she had a wedthy relative. He was
not a fairy god-mother. But he was a
good man.

St Ignatius of Loyola would say, “1 am
a sinner”. That is the truth about me, |
am ashamed o who | am; the



relationships | have damaged and the
wrong | have done.” But | have aGod -
a God who knows me and who loves
me. This is the truth. Hold the tension,
hold on to God's love and it will kee
me from despair.

Ageing can lead to hitterness and to
depresson. But it need not do so, for
we, though sinners, are loved and cared
for by God.

Community and Respect

So Ruth went out to the fields
and walked behind the workers,
picking up the barley which they
left. Boaz himself arrived and
greeted the workers. Boaz asked
the man in charge, "Who does
that young woman belong to?"

The man answered, "She is the
young woman from Moab who came
back with Naomi. She said, 'Please
let  me glean behind the
harvesters. She came into the
field and has remained here from
morning till now."

Then Boaz went up to Ruth and
said, "Let me give you some
advice. Don't pick up corn
anywhere except in this field.
Stay here with the women who
work for me. I have ordered my
men not tfo molest you. And
whenever you are thirsty, go and

drink from the water jars that
they have filled."

At this Ruth bowed down to
the ground. She asked him, "Why
have T found such favour in your
eyes that you notice me, a
foreigner?” Boaz replied, "T've
been told all about what you have
done for your mother-in-law since
the death of your husband... May
the Lord, the God of Israel, under
whose wings you have come fto
take refuge, reward you fully."

So Ruth went on gathering corn in
the field until evening, and when
she had beaten it out, she found
she had nearly 10 kilograms.

She took the corn back into town
and showed her mother-in-law how
much she had gathered. "May the
Lord  bless  Boaz!" Naomi
exclaimed. "The Lord always keeps
his promises." So Ruth gathered
corn until all the barley and wheat
had been harvested.

We nead ead other. “No man is an
island”*™ Yet from our ealiest days we
are told to “stand on our own two fed”.
We ae gplauded when we take our
first faltering but unaided steps.

“And God saw that it was not good for
man to be done”™ Rampant
individualism is the aurse of our age:
we neal bah independence and
community.



Ruth is a Moabite woman in Israd: a
refugee ad an dien with only a
Temporary Protedion Visa. She has not
much to hope for in a foreign land, and
much to fea: radal durs, rejedion,
ostradsm — and always men in the field
— the possbility of abuse, rape ad
violence

It is of this young woman that Boaz
asks, “To whom does that young
woman belong?’

The answer is clea. Ruth belongs to no
one. She does not come to the field
seeking favours, she does not scratch
for crumbs. She comes as a member of
that community who has aright to glean
in the fields. Early in the morning she
chedks with the oversea that she can
gather the fallen stalks of barley and
then she works hard all day. Ruth
belongs to no one.

Then comes the surprise. Boaz tredas
her with resped. There is no
condescension from Boaz no pty, but
rather resped for a woman who is a
member of the community but has no
rights of pasition, or kinship. Ruth has
only the inalienable right of someone
who is a human being. She does not
seek charity but shoulders her
responsibilities for her mother-in-law
and works for the good d others.

A woman is respeded when she is
taken seriougly, listened to and given
attention in her own right.

Desmond Tutu was born in 1931in the
Transvad, South Africa There was a
white Anglican priest in the blak
township where he grew up and every
day as the priest walked through the
township he would ddf his hat — as a
mark of resped — towards the bladk

women he met. This totally unusual
aadion of resped from a white priest
cdled Fr Trevor Huddeston so
influenced the young Desmond that he
trained for the priesthood — and later
becane Archbishop d Capetown and
one of the most influential peace
makers of the 20" Century.

To resped women honours them. We
engage & equals. A woman who is
respeded never neels to beg, or cry or
nag to get her way. Legal equality is no
substitute for resped. “Equal but
different” we hea from some parts of
the durch — but that is not resped.
Tokenism dismisses women: idalisation
humili ates them. “God is Ruth’s claim
to equality, and Ruth is God's sgn of
resped for women.”*

Returning ome Ruth is greded with
joy by Naomi and with the exclamation,
“The Lord aways kegos his promises.”
Coming right in the middle of the story
this truth is the fulcrum, upon which the
whole story turns. God is faithful; the
Lord can be trusted. Every reaer is
invited to say “Amen” and then to trust
the promises of God for themselves.

Sexuality and Empowerment

Some fime later Naomi said to
Ruth, "I must find a husband for
you. Remember that this man
Boaz, whose women you have been
working with, is our relative. Now
listen. Put on some perfume, and
get dressed in your best clothes."



So Ruth did just what her
mother-in-law had told her.

When harvesting was over and
Boaz had finished celebrating, he
was in a good mood. He went to
the pile of barley and lay down to
sleep. Ruth slipped over quietly,
lifted the covers and lay down at
his feet. During the night he woke
up suddenly, turned over, and was
surprised to find a woman lying at
his feet. "Who are you?" he asked.
"Tt's Ruth, sir," she answered.
"Because you are a close relative,
you are responsible for taking
care of me. So please marry me."

"The Lord bless you," he said.
"You are showing even greater
family loyalty in what you are
doing now than in what you did for
your mother-in-law. You might
have gone looking for a young man,
either rich or poor, but you didn't.
Now don't worry, Ruth. I will do
everything you ask; as everyone in
town knows, you are a fine woman.
It is true that I am a close
relative and am responsible for
you, but there is a man who is a
closer relative than T am."

Then she returned home. Naomi
asked her, "How did you get on,
my daughter?" Ruth told her
everything that Boaz had done for
her.

Naomi said to her, "Now be
patient, Ruth, until you see how
this all turns out. Boaz will not
rest today until he settles the
matter."

This <ene is about two marginalized
women who are desperate.

Like Naomi and Ruth millions of
women in the world today only have
value through sex, through marriage
and through beaing a male dild. Not
only does that give them a pseudo value
in the ees of men, it is aso their
pasgort to seaurity.

We may not like to hea that in church,
but it is the truth, it is aso why
thousands of women stay in wviolent
relationships where they are mistreaed
and brutalized. The redity is that the
pain they suffer is less bad than what
they fea they might suffer on their own
outside of that violent relationship.

If this is a fea for women in the past
and women overseas today, it is also a
fea of many thousands of women in
brutal relationships in the western
world.

It is also why this Internationd Day for
the Elimination d Violence aganst
Women is led by men: men who say
that enough is enough and women
should be given a dignity, value and
safety that does not depend on their
sexual availability, nor on their ability
to bea children, but solely on the
resped that is due to them as valued
human beings who bea the image of
God and are themselves children of the
one heavenly Father.



The dapter of the story we have just
head should confront us for it is about
using sex to get around the sexist
society that creaes an ida and a victim
of the sexual woman.

Naomi and Ruth have no seaurity.
Gleaning among the cat offs of the
barley harvest is not an idyllic pastoral
scene [though it might seems 9]; its
modern equivalent is more &in to
eking out a living on a rubbish tip from
the discarded waste of the wedthy.

In Austraia today 1337 genuine
refugees are on Temporary Protedion
Visas. They have no seaurity; limited
access to employment and minimal
welfare benefits, instead they depend
upon the good will of family or friends
and the darity of churches.™"

Naomi was beyond marriageeble age
and the dhances of marriage for Ruth —
a widow from Moab — were negligible,
unless e did something dramatic.

Her only seaure hope is the Isradite law
of kinship, where the welfare of the
widow is the obligation of the whole
extended family:*" in this case
Elimeledi's family. Boaz had been
good, but only charitable. He had not
given them seaurity.

If Naomi knows that Boaz is a dose
male relative with power to suppat the
women, then Boaz knows that too — but
he has done nothing about it.

Naomi and Ruth plot their only means
of seaurity — it is risky — but to do
nothing would leave them without
dignity or value; in an endless cycle of
beingin recept of charity.

Putting on perfume ad “her best
clothes” Ruth brings about change. In a

society that sees women only in terms
of their sexual value, Ruth uses her
sexuality to change that society!

Ruth was not after sex but seaurity for
herself and Naomi. For herself as an
attradive young woman she could have
gone off to the locd singes bar and
attached herself to an oversexed young
man with plenty of cash! She might
have got what she needed but there was
no cae for her mother-in-law. When
leaving Moab Ruth had promised to
cae for her mother-in-law and she was
not going badk on that commitment,
“Wherever you g, | will go...”

Her advances towards Boaz risked her
total humiliation, but thankfully they
prompted him to attend to her plight
rather than exploit the situation. If Boaz
as Naomi’s kinsman assumed his legal
responsibili ties then the future for both
Ruth and Naomi would be seaured. In
fad Boaz sees what she is doing [“You
are showing family loyalty”]; notes
what she wuld have done [“You could
have looked for a young man’]; and
respeds her adion in seeing hs
protedion [“Y ou are afine woman’].

Do you seewhat Ruth was doing? Boaz
had prayed for God's blessng to be
upon Ruth and Naomi; now Ruth is
saying to him “You have prayed! And
now you are to be the means of this
blessng Isn't it your responsibility
under God's covenant to redean me
from this helpless stuation as a widow
and proted me and my mother-in-law
[your kinswoman] within the wider
family?' "

To pray does not mean that we remain
passve ad wait for God in God's
providence to ad. Sometimes we have



to take responsibility for our destiny.
We ae required to be aurageous — as
Ruth was, we ae required to attend to
our responsibility at Boaz does.

So where is our prayer leading ws? And
towards what adion or responsibility
are we being propelled as we pray?

Invisibility and Fulfilment

The next morning Boaz went to
the meeting place at the town
gate and sat down there. Then
Elimelech's nearest relative, the
man whom Boaz had mentioned,
came by, and Boaz called to him,
"Come over here, my friend, and
sit down."

So he went over and sat down.
Then Boaz got ten of the leaders
of the town and asked them to sit
down there too.

When they were seated, Boaz said
to his relative, "Naomi wants to
sell the field that belonged to our
relative Elimelech, and I think you
ought to know about it. Now, if
you want it, then buy it in the
presence of these men sitting
here. But if you don't want it, say
so, because the right to buy it
belongs first to you and then to
me."

The man said, "I will buy it."
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Boaz said, "Very well, but if you
buy the field from Naomi, then
you are also buying Ruth, the
Moabite widow, so that the field
will stay in the dead man's
family."

The man answered, "In that case
I will give up my right fo buy the
field, because it would mean that
my own children would not inherit
it. You buy it; T would rather not."

Now in those days, to settle a sale
or an exchange of property, it was
the custom for the seller to take
off his sandal and give it to the
buyer. So the man took off his
sandal and gave it to Boaz. Then
Boaz said to the leaders and all
the others there, "You are all
witnesses today that I have
bought everything that belonged
to Elimelech and to his sons. In
addition, Ruth becomes my wife.”

So Boaz married Ruth and took
her home as his wife. The Lord
blessed her and she gave birth to
a son. The women of the town said
to Naomi, "Praise the Lord! He has
given you a grandson today! May
he be famous in Israel.”

And they named him Obed. He
became the father of Jesse and
the grandfather of King David.
And Jesus who is called Christ is a
descendent of David.



If Naomi and Ruth had waited
helplesdy for their society to deliver
them justice, there would have been no
story of Ruth.

This gdory takes dramatic twists and
turns. On the surface it looks as if
everything is working out as planned.
But read this gdory caefully from a
woman's point of view and we discover
that agan we ae in a man's world
where power and dedsion-making
belong to the men. The women are
invisible. Ruth’s fate gets deaded by
two men at the gate of the aty out of
her hearing and without her input!

Ruth’'s desires and dreams of being
married to Boaz ae set aside while
another unrmamed man with a higher
clam is alowed to hagge over land
and a woman — as if they are part of a
padage.

“Do you want to buy a new home
theare? “Yes!” “Well if you buy it,
you must take the free gift that goes
with it.” “What's the free gift?” “It's a
little puppy.” “lI don't want a little
puppy.” “Well, if you won't take the
free give you can't buy the home
thedre.”

Put like that the whole dialogue seans
degrading of the invisible Ruth. It might
be an oversmplificaion — but not too
much! It happens over women today —
it is part of the violence against them.

To his credit with gea skill Boaz
manipulates a female-blind system and
a bad law to favour Ruth and Naomi.
But he does not question the system.

Boaz is portrayed as a good and
generous man who wins Ruth, but he
does not — perhaps cannot — change a
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system that made Ruth merely a pawn
in the matter of her own future.

Earlier this yea we marked the 200"
anniversary of the adition of the slave
trade. Some good and honest men had
treaed their slaves well, but it took the
courage of Wiliam Wilberforce to
change the system of slavery.

White Ribban Day is an effort by men
to change the marginaisation of
women; to make visible the &use of
women and to try to advance the caise
to proted women. And this needs to
take placein the durch as well as in
society.

Jesus prevented the duse of a woman
acased of adultery.”™ In the gospel we
read how in the presence of Jesus her
acausers drop their stones — symbals of
a system that perpetrated violence
against women — until only Jesus and
the woman are left alone. Jesus makes
women visible and gives them respea
and dignity.

Resped and dgnity lead, of themselves,
to fulfilment; and that is where this
story ends: or rather begins again.

Women who were barren and hitter,
adiens and marginalised, disrespeded
and invisible have beoome the ones
who ad with courage. They do not
belong to anyone, but cary dignity and
resped within themselves. They are the
ones who pray and then answer their
prayer. They trust the promises of God.
They are the life-givers and the last
verse of the Book d Ruth links with St
Matthew’s genedogy of Jesus to
spedficdly tell us that Jesus who is
cadled Christ is from the family-tree of
Ruth.™"



Boaz is known as the kinsman-
redeamner but it is Ruth who is the
greder redeamer for through ter is born
the Saviour of the world.

The Scriptures record a little of the
story of humanity where women as well
as men are aquelly mistreded, abused
and oppessed. Men are shown to be the
chief violators of women then, just as

they are today.

But behind the story of events is
another story of the dreams of women
and the adions of God. In this gory
women have a dignity and resped of
their own, acarded them by God, and
shown supremely in the dtitude and
adion of Jesus.

More often than we might exped,
among the avenant people of God, in
the Old and New Testaments and today
we glimpse the will of God: that women
are valued for who they ae @&
daughters of their Father in Heaven.
They are treged with dignty and
resped; beautiful but not idalised,
vulnerable but not taken advantage of.
They live in companionship with men
who are brave but not violent,
pasdonate but not domineeing, caing
but not smothering, leaders but servants
al the time. And then in the mystery of
God this tapestry of qualities beaomes
transformed upon the loom of life
becaise no gender clams these gifts
alone but rather the Holy Spirit of God
grants with outstanding generosity to
women and men the gifts needed to
acaomplish God s work on eath.

The Book of Ruth tells the story of
what God can do though faithful people
in tragic drcumstances and despite their
flaws. It challenges us to seewomen in
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a fresh way, to take our responsibilities
seriously and to love one another as we
ourselves are loved by God.™""

© The Venerable lan SPalmer

End Notes

This text of the Book of Ruth is abridged and
dightly changd from the New Internationd
Version d the text foundin the Old Testament.

Sare insights and sedion headings are taken
from* The Story of Ruth: Twelve Momentsin
evey Woman’'s Life" by Joan Chittister
pubished by Eerdmans 200Q.

Also o help was “ People who made history
Gideon, Samson, Ruth” by Roy Clements
1998

Various commentaries and website notes on
the Book of Ruth have also been used.
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' Seealso: Isaiah 10.1; Malachi 3.5;
"Luke7.11

" Luke 20.47

VLuke21.1-4

Y John 11.25

" Luke 2.36

Vi James 1.26

" Acts 6.1; 1 Timothy 5.3

%1John4.16

*John 11.33,35,38

¥ Not quite a quote from Harry Potter andthe Chamber
of Seaetsby JK Rowling p245

X | uke 7.36-50

“Luke8.1-3

*V'E.g. Romans 16.1,12,15

* Used with Anne’s permisgon

* Rev Dr Elizabeth MacKinlay The Sgritua
Dimension d Ageing 2001 p228

“ Luke 1.52

“" T SEliot Four Quartets ‘Burnt Norton' part 1
*X John Donne Meditation XVII

* Genesis2.18

! Joan Chitti ster p50

*! RefugeeCouncil of Australia seetheir website. The
numbers are for those on TPVs and Temporary
Humanitarian Visasin March 2007.

¥ SeeDeuteronomy 25.5-10

XV SeeClements p157

' John 8.1-12

% Matthew 1.5

*V 1 John 4.7



