Sermon

Threewords from our Old Testament reading:
Come Listen Live

“Come,” says the Lord to everyone who is thirsty; to those
who are weay, to those who are parched, to those who are
dry — the invitation is to come.

Come because our God is the One who welcomes people.
Doesn't Jesus also say, “Come to me all who are weary
and baved down with life's problems.”? [Matthew 11.28]

Our God invites people — and the doar is open.

Jesus edhoes this in our gospel reading. Even though the
leaders of Jerusalem have, in times past, killed prophets and
despised those who proclaim God's word, yet still God
longs to gather the people together and proted them and
give them safety and life.

The invitation is for us today. Come. Come becaise God
loves us and cares about us. Come becaise we ae not
marginalised o cast aside, come becaise God speadalises in
reviving those who are defeaed by life's problems.

Listen. Why do we come? Well, the invitation is to listen to
God s word to us. Sometimes coming can be hard — becaise
often it means surrender: admitting that | cannot go on
alone; | can o longer do it “my way”’. But “listening’
demands that we ae dtentive. We want to say. “Lord, I've

come, it's been a struggde but I’'m here.” We want to spedk,
because in talking we ke control, but we cannot.

To come to God, to bask in God s love, means that we lose
contro. We me to absolute love, divine grace
wholeheated forgiveness and there to listen to al that God
says. “ Give a@r to me” says the text.

Jesus gedks of people who would not listen to the word of
the Lord — they killed the prophets and silenced God's
word. These were people who thought they had come, but
they did not stay to listen.

What do we hea when we listen? It might be nothing! It
might just be the silence of the presence of God. Have you
ever head that silence? The silence that speaks volumes!
We rea of Elijah who thought that God would spe&k in the
eathquake, then the wind and then the fire; but no. It wasin
the whisper of silencethat God spoke. [1 Kings 19.11-13]

God spoke to Elijah aword dof rebuke and yet of love. When
we aome to God we can exped to be reminded o our need
for heding and forgiveness — but always, always in love.
We can exped to hea a word of empowerment. Isaiah had
been in the presence of God and head God spe&. The
message to Isaiah was ‘Go — in my name, and in my
strength.”

Often we ae wedk or uncertain because we do not wait. We

come with our own opinions and our own talking, but God
says, “Listen”.
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Thethird word is“ Live’. Listen to the text again, “ Give ar
and come to me; hear me, that your soul may live” Lifeis
what God dfers his people. This is eterna life — God' s life
—the life of heaven on eath. It is the life of peacewith God
and being content with him.

People dl around us choose dedh rather than life. It's e
dramaticdly day-by-day in our ministry. We seeit in people
who choose to take drugs — their life is being sapped from
them. We see it in people who become aldicted to their
work and meaning and love drops out of their lives. We see
it in ourselves — and probably ead of us knows those things
that are not goodfor us. But Jesus offers us life.

Jesus redly refleded the goodhessof God when he said, “I
have cwome in order that you might have life — life to the
fullest extent possble.” [John 10.10]

Life is all that makes us thrive, inwardly. Life brings us joy,
hope, peace compasdon, nobility of charader, courage,
patience and endurance. Choose life and recave it as a gift.

But how then dowe “ Come, listen and live.”?

It is very simple! Open your heats to God s love. Don't try
to hide avay. Remember that you are loved by God and you
are valuable to him. As this srvice ontinues be dtentive to
hea God's words of asaurance and graceto you. As you

recave the brad and wine imagine that you are indeed
recaving Christ into your life — and that you are indeed
being gven life—in all its fullnessand variety.

And now let us hea again the words of the prayer for today,
and then let us st in silence just for a minute or so to allow
the invitation “ Come, Listen, Live” to sink into our heats.

O Godthe fountain of life,

to a humanity parched with thirst

you offer the living water that springs from the Rock
our Saviour Jesus Christ:

stir up within your people the gift of your Spirit,

that we may professour faith with freshness

and announce with joy the wonder of your love.

We &k this throughour Lord Jesus Christ,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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