A service of
Remembrancefor

ANZAC Day 2006

at Christ Church Queanbeyan

A detail from “ Galli pdi” painted by Pro Hart, commissoned by The Australianin 1990and
auctioned so the proceeds could be used by the RSL to assst Galli poli veterans and their families. Pro
Hart who ded last month was a truly Australian artist. His paintings capture the Australi an spirit,
character andcolour. His gudies of the Australian ouback reflea both the landscape andthe
essence of outback life.




Pro Hart who ded last month was a truly Australian artist. His paintings capture the
Australian spirit, charader and colour. His gudies of the Australian outbadk reflea
bath the landscape and the essence of outbadk life.

So when Pro Hart does a massve painting about Galli pdli that is 10ft by 4ft it’s not
adiversion —in fad once aain he's tapping into the Australian spirit. He went on to
paint 15 pctures about the Dardanelles campaign..

In fad these paintings have dl the energy and passon of his other works of art.
That's hardly surprising for his father was gassed in the front line of World War |.
Pro Hart was left with a profound feding for the horror, hardship and futili ty of war.
He felt that the painting, of which the picture on the front of this order of serviceis
but a small detail, was one of his most expressve and best works.

He said, “I read up on Gallipdli.... | have dways had a desire to paint the hardships
and suffering of this period. | studied the details and since God has given me agift
for feding the suffering and hardships, and also the gifts of depicting these fedings
on canvas, | dedded to paint this large work. | am showing confusion and suffering.
To stand in the trenches, with lice, without a shower or any washing fadlities, with
dead and dying comrades neaby is easily imagined after reading the stories on
Galli pali.”

In the Psalm we have just head there is horror, deah and destruction, and then the
cdm asaurancethat it is God who krings an end to war and ushersin peace Thereis
a feding of the inevitability and tragedy of war. That becaise of human geed,
violence, inhumanity or barbarism nations will be in uproar and kingdoms totter.

We fed this today. We remember with gatitude our Australian Defence Force
personnel serving in Irag and the Gulf, in Afghanistan, the Solomon Isalnds and in
various peacekeguing missons at this time. While we antinue to stand on the elge
and wonder what might unfold in the Middle East, they are right in the middle of the
complexity and uncertainty of that situation. They need our prayers.

We pray that they will know the truth with which this Psalm begins: “God is our
refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” In the midst of turmoil upon
eath; whether we ae nea the ceitre or on the edge; we ae invited to trust God
even when there is confusion and trouble dl around.

Mother Theresa used to encourage people to look for the cdm presence of God in
every situation — even in the placeof greaest suffering.

The story is told of a journalist who visited the Sisters of Charity in Calcutta. He
joined them for Massand when Mother Theresa went up to recave the saaament he
saw the expresson on her face of pure compasson and love. Later that morning,
when going with Mother Theresa through the hospital where the sick and dying lay,
he watched as dhe broke awvay from the rest of the party and cradled in her arms a
particularly sick, elderly man. As e held that dying man in her arms the journalist
saw on her facethat same look d love and compasson he had seen ealier in the
day.



Mother Theresa would say of her self and her sisters, “We ae a ontemplative
order, we med with Jesus in prayer and then go aut to find him in the suffering
humanity around us.”

So Jesus, in the story read to us ealier, speaks of the last judgement of nations and
people. They are separated like sheg and goats. But judgement is given acording
to how they chose to trea others: or rather how they chose to trea Jesus, for they
discover that in their compasson for others they find they are encountering Jesus.

‘Truly | tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of
my family, you did it to me.’

Today we honour those who laid aside their rights and privileges in order to serve
others. We too in our day, in our own circumstances, in our own suffering and
hardship have the privilege of making the same doice to serve ourselves or to serve
others. As we dhocse to serve others: we find meaning in our own lives. Then as we
do this we discover that the person we ae serving is none other than Jesus.

For Jesus himself said, “I did not come in order to be served, but to serve, and to
give my life a aransom for many.”

We seein the deah of Jesus on the Crossthe unfathomable depths of God's love.
Jesus, who had dane no wrong, chose to serve God and ahers right to the end.
Through hs willi ng obedience through suffering, the tree of defea becane the gate
of glory. Where human life was lost, a new life of love from God was restored. In
some mysterious way wrong was redeaned, deah was defeaed, evil was
vanquished, and love triumphed.

If we walk in this way and trust God's love for us we find still ness peace ad know
that whatever is happening, God is our strength and refuge.

Prayers

O God, you made usin your own image

and redeamed us through Jesus your Son:

Look with compasson on the whole human family;
take avay the arogance and hatred which infed our heats;
break down the walls that separate us;

unite usin bonds of love;

and work through our strugde and confusion

to acomplish your purposes on eath;

that in your good time,

al nations and races may serve you

in harmony around your heavenly throne;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



