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A detail from “ Galli poli ”  painted by Pro Hart, commissioned by The Australian in 1990 and 
auctioned so the proceeds could be used by the RSL to assist Galli poli veterans and their families. Pro 

Hart who died last month was a truly Australian artist. His paintings capture the Australian spirit, 
character and colour. His studies of the Australian outback reflect both the landscape and the 

essence of outback life. 

 

 



Pro Hart who died last month was a truly Australian artist. His paintings capture the 
Australian spirit, character and colour. His studies of the Australian outback reflect 
both the landscape and the essence of outback li fe. 

So when Pro Hart does a massive painting about Galli poli that is 10ft by 4ft it’ s not 
a diversion – in fact once again he’s tapping into the Australian spirit. He went on to 
paint 15 pictures about the Dardanelles campaign.. 

In fact these paintings have all the energy and passion of his other works of art. 
That’ s hardly surprising for his father was gassed in the front line of World War I. 
Pro Hart was left with a profound feeling for the horror, hardship and futili ty of war. 
He felt that the painting, of which the picture on the front of this order of service is 
but a small detail , was one of his most expressive and best works. 

He said, “ I read up on Galli poli…. I have always had a desire to paint the hardships 
and suffering of this period. I studied the details and since God has given me a gift 
for feeling the suffering and hardships, and also the gifts of depicting these feelings 
on canvas, I decided to paint this large work. I am showing confusion and suffering. 
To stand in the trenches, with lice, without a shower or any washing facili ties, with 
dead and dying comrades nearby is easily imagined after reading the stories on 
Galli poli .”  

In the Psalm we have just heard there is horror, death and destruction, and then the 
calm assurance that it is God who brings an end to war and ushers in peace. There is 
a feeling of the inevitabili ty and tragedy of war. That because of human greed, 
violence, inhumanity or barbarism nations will be in uproar and kingdoms totter.  

We feel this today. We remember with gratitude our Australian Defence Force 
personnel serving in Iraq and the Gulf, in Afghanistan, the Solomon Isalnds and in 
various peace keeping missions at this time. While we continue to stand on the edge 
and wonder what might unfold in the Middle East, they are right in the middle of the 
complexity and uncertainty of that situation. They need our prayers. 

We pray that they will know the truth with which this Psalm begins: “God is our 
refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” In the midst of turmoil upon 
earth; whether we are near the centre or on the edge; we are invited to trust God 
even when there is confusion and trouble all around.  

Mother Theresa used to encourage people to look for the calm presence of God in 
every situation – even in the place of greatest suffering. 

The story is told of a journalist who visited the Sisters of Charity in Calcutta. He 
joined them for Mass and when Mother Theresa went up to receive the sacrament he 
saw the expression on her face of pure compassion and love. Later that morning, 
when going with Mother Theresa through the hospital where the sick and dying lay, 
he watched as she broke away from the rest of the party and cradled in her arms a 
particularly sick, elderly man. As she held that dying man in her arms the journalist 
saw on her face that same look of love and compassion he had seen earlier in the 
day. 



Mother Theresa would say of her self and her sisters, “We are a contemplative 
order, we meet with Jesus in prayer and then go out to find him in the suffering 
humanity around us.”  

So Jesus, in the story read to us earlier, speaks of the last judgement of nations and 
people. They are separated like sheep and goats. But judgement is given according 
to how they chose to treat others: or rather how they chose to treat Jesus, for they 
discover that in their compassion for others they find they are encountering Jesus. 

‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of 
my family, you did it to me.’  

Today we honour those who laid aside their rights and privileges in order to serve 
others. We too in our day, in our own circumstances, in our own suffering and 
hardship have the privilege of making the same choice: to serve ourselves or to serve 
others. As we choose to serve others: we find meaning in our own lives. Then as we 
do this we discover that the person we are serving is none other than Jesus.  

For Jesus himself said, “ I did not come in order to be served, but to serve, and to 
give my li fe as a ransom for many.”  

We see in the death of Jesus on the Cross the unfathomable depths of God’s love. 
Jesus, who had done no wrong, chose to serve God and others right to the end. 
Through his willi ng obedience through suffering, the tree of defeat became the gate 
of glory. Where human li fe was lost, a new li fe of love from God was restored. In 
some mysterious way wrong was redeemed, death was defeated, evil was 
vanquished, and love triumphed. 

If we walk in this way and trust God’s love for us we find still ness, peace and know 
that whatever is happening, God is our strength and refuge. 

 

Prayers 

O God, you made us in your own image  
and redeemed us through Jesus your Son:  
Look with compassion on the whole human family;  
take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts;  
break down the walls that separate us;  
unite us in bonds of love;  
and work through our struggle and confusion  
to accomplish your purposes on earth;  
that in your good time,  
all nations and races may serve you  
in harmony around your heavenly throne;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 


